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It’s time 

for 

SCOUT 

CARDS



Sandhills Unit Fund Development - next 90 days +
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While we are waiting let’s think about what we are going to do with all 

the money we are going to earn.



Units who have committed to sell this year.

CREWS

• 711

• 907
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PACKS

• 1

• 582

• 711

• 716

• 746

• 747

• 756

• 757

• 776

• 787

• 902

• 942

• 953

TROOPS

• 1

• 40

• 82

• 94 B

• 94 G

• 98

• 300

• 701

• 711

TROOPS

• 716 B

• 740 B

• 740 G

• 746 B

• 746G

• 747

• 771

• 776

• 953



Sandhills Unit Fund Development –
Questions or Ideas
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Angie Frassel 

sandhills-
finance@ocscouts.org

or

kfraz37@hotmail.com

910-578-4633

mailto:sandhills-finance@ocscouts.org
mailto:sandhills-finance@ocscouts.org
mailto:kfraz37@hotmail.com


Sandhills District Training

sandhills.ocscouts.org

Local In-Person Training Dates at Ocscouts.org/training

Service  Apply  past course to your records,
Submit adult training award  forms

District Training Chair: Training - Sandhills District, Occoneechee Council

Free Training  My.Scouting.org

https://ocscouts.org/training/
https://sandhills.ocscouts.org/training/
https://my.scouting.org/


Training Awareness



Every Leader Trained = Every Leader A Trainer



Philmont Training Center 

• YOU’RE INVITED!

• Choose from a variety of conferences and 
programs that will help strengthen Scouting in 
your Unit, District and Council; or choose a 
Family Adventure Camp ...Scouting’s Best 
Family Vacation! 

• 2024 Course schedule now posted!

• Check out the Philmont website for conference 
and program descriptions 
www.philmontscoutranch.org/PTC
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http://www.philmontscoutranch.org/PTC


FUN
Challenging

Adventure

LEARNING
Excitement
That’s how Scouts

describe NYLT!

https://ocscouts.org/training/nylt/

Attend National Youth Leadership Training 

at Camp Durant in 2024!

Dates: 6-8 Sep & 4-6 Oct
(Participants must attend all 6 days)

For Scouts, Venturers, and Sea Scouts ages 13 and over



Advancement
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Year to Date:

• 7 Eagle Boards of Review completed

• 26 Arrow of Light

• No Summit Awards or Quartermaster Awards yet



Merit Badge Counselor Renewal

• In anticipation of BSA changes affecting Merit Badge Counselor registration, our 
Council's April re-registration of CURRENTLY registered counselors will not be 
done, but their registrations will be extended to a date to be determined.

• New counselor registration procedures remain as is. This change will be posted 
on the Council's web site as soon as possible. Further, BSA's changes will 
eventually cause our Council's Master Merit Badge Counselor List program to be 
replaced.
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Day Camp 

is out of this world!

Cub Scout 

Space Academy 

June 17-21, 2024

Brave Cub Cadets are asked to 

report to 

Spout Springs Church 

(346 H M Cagle Dr, Cameron)

for their next mission!
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Mission Control Needs You!

We need a Launch Pad Engineer!
• Can’t have Space Camp without rockets!

– Water, Alka-Seltzer, Chemical Rockets, and more!

• Help teach physics to young minds

We need a Ballistics Expert!
• Teach ballistics, potential energy conversion, and confidence!

• Rangemaster course offered to interested applicants

We need Supplies!
• Soda Bottles (20 oz, 2 L)

• TV, Refrigerator boxes (Large cardboard boxes!)

• Dish Soap dispenser lids

• Baby food containers

• Paper towel/toiler paper roll tubes

If interested or you know of a good candidate, 

please contact Nikki Toulouse at elizabeth.toulouse@gmail.com

or Zach Yoklic at zyoklic@gmail.com.

Volunteers Make the Mission Happen!

mailto:elizabeth.toulouse@gmail.com
mailto:zyoklic@gmail.com


For Scouts, Venturers, and Sea Scouts ages 13 and over









Scholarship Opportunity – Pope Family Eagle 
Scout

• The Pope Scholarship will pay $2,000 per semester for tuition or rent (total award is $16,000) plus up 

to $4,000 for an internship. (The internship and amount must be approved prior to serving the 

internship.)

Requirements include:  Eagle Scout application must be received by the National Office by December 31, 

2023, must be a graduating high school senior and have earned their Eagle Scout rank in the 

Occoneechee Council. The applications must be submitted to the Council Office no later than March 31, 
2024.
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Click on the following link or go to ocscouts.org ►Forms & Documents to access the 

application:  

https://ocscouts.org/wp-content/uploads/2024-Pope-Scholarship-Application.pdf

https://ocscouts.org/wp-content/uploads/2024-Pope-Scholarship-Application.pdf


Scholarship Opportunity 
APO Eagle Scout

• Alpha Phi Omega Eagle Scout Alumni 
Association, a NESA Affiliate, are launching 
a new Scholarship Program

• For more information, documents, and 
submission go to:

https://www.apoeagles.org/scholarship
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Membership - Invitation/Application Manager
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Key 3 has access
You’ll receive an email from the website within 1-2 days
Contact the Lead directly
Have a welcome packet ready to go



How do we get leads?

● Be Visible! Participate in Community Events. An 
active unit is the best marketing tool. 

● Peer to Peer - Utilize Buddy Cards. Having 
active and engaging activities make kids talk! 

● BeAScout.org - Parents are looking for info! 
Give it to them! Up to date, engaging website. 
Direct contact information. Meeting 
location/date/time information.

● Stay active on social media. - NEW Recruiting 
Campaign Kit available on Scouting.Org 
including girl-focused materials 
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Membership

Clarissa Hammond

clarissabhammond@gmail.com

(252) 315-8524
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mailto:clarissabhammond@gmail.com


Activities & Civic Service – March 2024 

Canned Food Drive 

• All month long.

• Scout units are asked to provide canned food donations.  All proceeds will be donated to the local Urban Ministry. Help give back to 

the community for a good cause.  Hours: Monday – Friday from 1 PM to 9 PM, Sat. 9 AM to 5 PM.

• For more information, please call (910) 433-1570.  

• G.B. Myers Recreation Center, 1018 Rochester Drive, Fayetteville, NC 28305 

Cemetery Clean Up Day with the Harnett County Cemetery Preservation Group 

• March 9.

• Scouts are asked to help clean up and restore the Morrison Cemetery which is the final burial place for five veterans ranging from the 

Revolutionary War to the First World War.  Assistance is needed in filling in holes with dirt and to start leveling and repairing 

headstones.  Cleaning begins at 9 AM. Scouts are advised to bring leaf blowers, shovels, rakes, work gloves, safety glasses, ear plugs, 

a stool or kneeling pads, appropriate footwear and clothing. Two-deep leadership is required.. Warning, there are no restrooms on site

• Interested Scouts/units are asked to contact Steve Koontz via email at savingthecemeteries@gmail.com to sign up.  Please let him 

know how many Scouts/Scouters will be participating.

• 15 Finabury Ct. Lillington, NC 27546
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mailto:savingthecemeteries@gmail.com


Activities & Civic Service – March 2024

EGGstravaganza at Rick’s Place

• March 16 beginning at 2 PM

• Rick’s Place, a 50-acre interactive outdoor recreation center for military members and their families in Fayetteville is hosting an 

EGGstravaganza.  Scouts ages 12 and older are asked to volunteer to assist Rick’s Place by possibly serving in one of several areas: 

photographer(s), hiding Easter eggs, assisting with arts and crafts and serving snacks.

• For more information, please contact Rick’s Place at 1 (910) 444-1743 or either of the following email addresses: info@rhfnow.org, 

volunteer@rhfnow.org. To register as a volunteer, please go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/volunteers-for-march-family-eggstraganza-tickets-

809293427427. Two-deep leadership is required.

• 5572 Shenandoah Dr, Fayetteville, NC 28304.

Volunteer Service at Easter Egg Hunt

• March 23 beginning at 8 AM.

• Lee County and the City of Sanford request the assistance of Boy Scout units to help out at the 2024 Easter Egg Hunt.  Potential duties include: 

setting up tables and chairs, photographers, (please supply your own camera) and egg distribution.  Two-deep leadership is required and Scouts 

may be in uniform. 

• For more information or to sign-up your unit, please contact Cindy Castle at ccastle@leecountync.gov or (919) 775-2107– Ext. 4207 and 

inform her as to how many participants your unit is sending.

• Kiwanis Family Park, 1800 Wicker St. Sanford, NC 27330
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mailto:info@rhfnow.org
mailto:volunteer@rhfnow.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/volunteers-for-march-family-eggstraganza-tickets-809293427427
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/volunteers-for-march-family-eggstraganza-tickets-809293427427
mailto:ccastle@leecountync.gov


Activities & Civic Service – March 2024

Easter Extravaganza

• March 23 from 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM.

• Moore County Scouts ages 13 and older are asked to assist the Aberdeen Parks and Recreation Department in their Easter Egg Hunt for children 

ages 9 and younger. Scouts will mainly help hide the eggs and assist with cleanup duties.

• For more information, please call (910) 944-7275.  

• The Malcolm Blue Farm, 1177 Bethesda Rd, Aberdeen, NC 28315. 

Volunteer Service at BBQ Plate Sale

• March 23 from 11 AM – 6 PM

• Scouts ages 14 and older are asked to participate in the Bethany Rural Fire Department’s BBQ Plate Sale.  Potential duties include help set up 

tables and chairs; taking food orders, bringing food to customers, traffic control etc.

• For more information, please contact the Bethany Rural Fire Department via email at: bethanyfd12@gmail.com.

• Bethany Rural Fire Department, 2140 Wade Stedman Rd, Stedman, NC 28391.
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mailto:bethanyfd12@gmail.com


Activities & Civic Service – March 2024

Easter Egg Hunt  

• March 30 from 11 AM – 3 PM.

• Scouts ages 14 and older are asked to participate in the Easter Egg Hunt and related activities.  Potential duties include help setting up tables, 

chairs, tents etc; serving as greeters, hiding eggs, providing animal themed games, arts and crafts. Two - deep leadership is required.  Scouts 

may be in uniform.

• For more information or to sign up, please contact Amanda Salisbury at zoomiesfunnyfarm@gmail.com.
• Pine Forest Recreation Center, 6901 Ramsey St, Fayetteville, NC 28311-9425.

27

mailto:zoomiesfunnyfarm@gmail.com


Safe Scouting – March 2024 

Activity Planning and Risk Assessment
The Scouting program incorporates common activities such as swimming, climbing, cycling, archery, and snowboarding 

that, depending on the details, may include both real and perceived risks to participants. Those risks are managed by 

guidelines that set limits and incorporate specific features such as safety equipment or qualified supervision. Guidance is 

provided by, but not limited to, the Age-Appropriate Guidelines for Scouting Activities, Safe Swim Defense, Safety Afloat, 

Climb on Safely, Belay On and other resources designed to protect youth and adults. Prohibited activities include the 

following:

• Flying—use of hang gliders, ultralights, experimental aircraft, or non-tethered hot-air balloons, or flying in an aircraft as 

part of a search-and-rescue mission.

• Anvil shooting, flintlocks, throwing of shovels, stars, shot put, logs and cabers.

• Extreme or action sports: Parkour, cliff diving, BASE jumping and martial arts, (except tai chi).

• Entry into fox holes, makeshift caves, tunnels, trenches, ditches or the exploration of abandoned mines.

Three tools that units may use in the planning of a unit activity or event:

1. Program Hazard Analysis - This tool is primarily used for program areas within camp properties, camps or high-
adventure bases. It covers specific risks and the severity of risks to program areas. 
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Safe Scouting – March 2024

2. Safety Pause - The Safety PAUSE process stresses the importance of a last-minute safety check in the field. By encouraging 

each youth or adult leader to pause and reflect on the tasks at hand just before beginning, you have an opportunity to take 

necessary precautions to prevent any present or potential hazards.

3.   The SAFE Checklist - To ensure the safety of participants, the Boy Scouts of America expects leaders to use the four points of 
SAFE when delivering the Scouting program.  *Supervision  * Assessment  *Fitness and Skill  *Equipment and environment

News You Can Use

To assist units in preparing for any potential medical issue during an activity, the Occoneechee Council offers the following:

• March 15 – 17.  Wilderness First Aid @ Camp Durant.  https://ocscouts.org/events/wilderness-first-aid-3-15-24/

• March 21.  First Aid, CPR, AED – Blended Learning.  https://ocscouts.org/events/first-aid-cpr-aed-blended-learning-3-21-24/

• March 22 – 24.  Sandhills District Camporee for units wanting to practice risk assessment and first aid skills. 
https://ocscouts.org/events/sandhills-district-jamboree-10-6-23-286/.  

Questions, comments, concerns, ideas, please contact Bryant Cunningham at chanteurpourdieu@yahoo.com
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https://ocscouts.org/events/wilderness-first-aid-3-15-24/
https://ocscouts.org/events/first-aid-cpr-aed-blended-learning-3-21-24/
https://ocscouts.org/events/sandhills-district-jamboree-10-6-23-286/
mailto:chanteurpourdieu@yahoo.com


Camp Durant – Summer Camp 2024
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Camp Durant has some of the best facilities that a camp can offer

• 15 campsites, each divided into two sides (A and B).

• Both sides feature a permanent shelter with electricity and lighting. 

• Each campsite also has a shower house, complete with three hot/cold showers, three flushing 

toilets, and additional power outlets.

904 Scouts currently registered. Let’s get to see 1000

$450 – Camper fee

$200 – Leader fee (full week 3-7 days)

$50 – Rotating Leader fee (daily for 1 – 2 days)











District Resources
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District Resources – New E-mail List!

sandhills.ocscouts.org/email/
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Make plans to attend the first Council Marketing Call on April 2nd at 7pm EST 
Participants will learn more about the council’s marketing efforts, how they can be 
involved, and what resources are available to support districts and units. 
Register with QR Code: 

Registration Links and more info available at www.ocscouts.org. 

Questions? Contact Laura.Williford@scouting.org

BSA Marketing Bootcamp – March 14 & March 21 at 8pm EST

All are welcome to attend both sessions to learn new strategies to take your 

recruitment and marketing efforts to the next level! 
Register with QR Code:

BSA Marketing Bootcamp Dates AND 

New! Occoneechee Council Marketing Call



Questions? Contact Debraghall@yahoo.com or Laura.Williford@scouting.org

Saturday, April 6th | 10am-2pm 
McKimmon Center, NC State University

1101 Gorman Street, Raleigh, NC 

Over 50+ booths with STEM content, Careers, Educational Pathways, ALL 

with hands-on STEM activities and support resources! All Scouts are 

welcome! 

2nd Annual Reach for the Stars! Be a Star! 
STEM & Resource Fair for K-12 Students with disabilities – Friends & Family Welcome too!

There is transportation funding available if you have neurodiverse or special needs Scouts who 

would like to attend.  If you arrange for the transportation, NCSU will reimburse you or pay the 

vendor directly. 

You must contact Joann Blumenfeld at jrblumen@ncsu.edu or 919-633-3120 by 3/15 if interested in 

funds.



Key-3 Notes
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District Executive

Cumberland and Harnett Counties: 

• Bill Walters - bill.walters@scouting.org - 910.818.9398

Moore and Lee Counties:

• Kenna McIntire - kenna.mcintire@scouting.org -
919.665.9619

• Henry Goodson - henry.goodson@scouting.org -
910.818.9244

mailto:bill.walters@scouting.org
mailto:kenna.mcintire@scouting.org
mailto:henry.goodson@scouting.org


District Executive

1. Moore DCA honoring Bill Eastman was a huge success. It raised more $ than any 
fundraising dinner in Sandhills Service Area ($98,000). Special thank you goes out to the 
Color Guard of Troop 7 Boys and Girls. They did a great job. Olivia Kopelen did a great 
invocation that would put most pastors to shame.

2. Cumberland County DCA is scheduled for May 30th at the Cape Fear Botanical Gardens. 
We have a scout that will play the bag pipes when guests arrive. The recipient this year is 
Mike Nagowski (CEO Cape Fear Valley Hospital).

3. Recharter losses- 6 dropped units:
1) Lewis Chapel - Pack 29 // 2) Lewis Chape -Troop 29 // 3) Four Seasons Family Day Care - Pack 173

4) Haymount Youth Services - Pack 740 // 5) Salem United Methodist Church - Pack 745 6) The Longleaf - Pack 13

4. Our March projection is 1166 youth and 61 units. Our Spring recruiting emphasis needs to 
involve booths at Spring Festivals, separated membership lists, dropped unit list (invite families 
to come back), flyers in schools that will allow access(private), new units. Congrats to Calvary 
Chapel for starting a new Pack this year.



District Executive

• The 2024 Investment in Character Sustaining Donors 
Campaign is underway. So far we have 3 units signed up 
for a brief presentation at your units Blue/Gold or COH. 
There are various levels of giving with 3 different patches this 
year. Please see Angie to schedule your presentation.

• Cumberland United Way is looking for success stories 
for 2023. If your unit has a success story how UW benefited 
their unit or families please let Bill Walters know as soon as 
possible. Also, I'm looking for 3 sharp Scouts to use in the 
2024 request for funding presentation. If you have a well-
spoken scout who would like to talk about "what scouting 
means to me" please contact Bill Walters at 910-818-9398



District Chairman Comments

44

1. March 22-24, 2024, Sandhills District Camporee at Camp Bowers. Looking 

for adult volunteers to help with planning and delivery.

2. Conduct at least one event at which your Scouts get the chance to interact 

with members of your community – Passive Recruiting or Recruiting by 

Doing!
Please use the Sandhills Website for your information. 

Sandhills.ocscouts.org



District Commissioner
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Sandhills had 60 Units After Recharter

Need Volunteers in the District
If you have an interest, please contact me.

Many hands make small work!!



Lee Leonard

District Commissioner

leonardl@fnb-corp.com or

lleonard6@yahoo.com

910-639-3273
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mailto:leonardl@fnb-corp.com
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